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Welcome to Third Grade!
This handbook is meant to help alleviate any questions that you may have about classroom procedures and rules and to also help build the connection between home and school.  We hope that you find it beneficial.  Please make sure that you also read over the Laurel Park Parent Handbook (LPPH).  We will uphold all policies as stated in the school-wide handbook.  Feel free to contact us if you have further questions.  We will get back to you at our earliest opportunity.

Laurel Park Year-Round Elementary School

2450 Laura Duncan Road
Apex, NC  27523

919-290-2333
http://www.laurelparkes.com/
Administration

Principal: Raleigh Bame
Assistant Principal:  Rhonda Curtis

School Hours

9:15 to 3:45

Students may arrive at the classroom no earlier than 8:45. If your child arrives before 8:45, they must be part of the YMCA Early Arrivals program.  The school doors open when the buses unload. Students may not come to the classroom until the morning bell has rung. A warning bell will ring at 9:10 signaling announcements.  Instruction begins promptly at 9:15. Arrivals after 9:15 are considered tardy and these students will be required to present the teacher with a tardy slip from the office.
Absences

If your child is absent from school, it is considered an unexcused absence until notification is received from you.  You may call the office or send us a note to explain the reason. Do not email absence excuses.  Read the LPPH for which absences are considered excused.  

Birthdays

We love birthdays in Third Grade but in honor of Laurel Park’s wellness initiatives and out of respect for the dietary needs of all students, we will not celebrate birthdays or other special events with food items. Please do not send in cupcakes, cookies, or any other edible treat for the class on your child’s birthday. If you would like to send in something in honor of your child’s special day, please send pencils, erasers, stickers, a book for the class or you may participate in Laurel Park’s Celebration Book Club. Please always contact your teacher prior to sending in any items to the class. 
Clothing
Students will be going outside for recess everyday, weather permitting.  Encourage your child to wear appropriate clothing for the weather.  Students who wear flip flops, clogs, etc. will not be permitted to participate in recess or physical education activities unless they have sneakers to change into at school.   Review the LPPH regarding appropriate clothing.
Contacting Your Child’s Teacher
During the year, there may be times when you will want to contact us.  We welcome hearing from you and want to be as accessible as possible. Here are suggested ways to reach us:

1. Call.

You may call the school and leave a message.  Be aware that calls cannot be transferred to the classroom from the office.  If you leave a message, realize there is a possibility that we might not get it immediately.  However, we will try to return your call as soon as possible.
2. Send a note.

You may send written notes with your child.  If you need a response, we will do our best to respond the same day.
3. Email.

You may send emails to your child’s teacher at snichols2@wcpss.net or kclayton@wpcss.net. We check emails daily and will try to respond promptly.  

We believe that communication is vital to your child’s success in school.  However, we respectfully request that you do not drop by the classroom in hopes of finding a time to touch base with us.  Instead, use one of the above methods to let us know if you would like to schedule a time to visit and we will be happy to set up a time to meet.  Thank you so much for this courtesy!
Curriculum
The “Common Core State Standards” website (http://www.corestandards.org/) is the best way to know what your child is learning in third grade.  The curriculum is also posted online at http://www.ncpublicschools.org/.   We encourage you to familiarize yourself with these documents to be able to discuss and help your child learn the concepts.  
Daily Folder
 Each night your child will bring home a folder containing important information from the school, information about classroom activities, and your child’s school work. Be sure to take time to review the contents of the folder and promptly return any forms or papers that require your attention.  
Discipline Policy
Our classroom community will expect behavior from one another that keeps the classroom a safe, fair, and productive learning environment.  Students are to be respectful to others and school property, responsible for their own behavior, and ready to learn every day.  A color coded behavior chart is used daily in the classroom.  A record sheet will be kept in the daily folder to be initialed weekly. 
End of Grade Testing

This is the first year that your child will take the End of Grade (EOG) Test.  EOGs will be given around the sixth week of the fourth quarter. It will be given in the morning for two days in a row.  Your child will have one morning for reading and one morning for math with calculator usage and without calculator usage.  Understand that we will be doing everything possible to prepare your child for the EOGs. Also, let your child know that if he/she pays attention in class, always try his/her best, and asks questions when he/she doesn’t understand the lesson, then he/she will find that the EOG is a challenging but fun way to show what he/she has learned. More information will be shared as testing time nears, but remember that the night before the EOG testing sessions, your child would benefit from going to bed early and should eat a healthy breakfast each morning.
Grading

Wake County School System uses a grading system with a 1, 2, 3, and 4 grading scale.  When going through your child’s folder, please review your child’s work.  If you see an assignment marked with a 1 or 2 please talk with your child about it.  Your child will benefit if you can find time to go over it with him/her again for skill reinforcement.  Skill reinforcement will also be provided at school.  If you see a paper without a grade that means it has been completed for practice and does not need to be returned to school, but you may want to review assignments your child struggled with. Late work will only be accepted under special circumstances.  
Homework 

According to the LPPH, your child should spend about 50 minutes on homework each night.  A reading and math homework packet will be sent home on Friday in your child’s daily folder.  You can help your child learn about time management by helping him/her work out a homework schedule that fits into your family’s schedule.  All math and reading homework is due on the following Friday. Homework will be checked for completeness and quality. Completing homework is part of the Work Habits grade on quarterly report cards. 
Unfinished classwork will NOT be sent home for homework.  Your child is responsible for finishing all class work here at school in a timely manner.  Completing class work in a timely manner is also part of the Work Habits grade on quarterly report cards.
Lunch

After signing in at the office, you are more than welcome to meet your child in the cafeteria for lunch.  Do not come to the classroom before or after lunch with your child.  We would appreciate it if you would say goodbye to your child in the cafeteria instead of walking your child back to the classroom. It would be helpful for us in setting routines if parents could avoid eating lunch with your child during the first week of school. 
Make-Up Work
If your child is absent, required missed work will be placed in a folder on his/her desk. Your child will have the same number of days that he/she was absent to make up the work.  If your child leaves school early, the missed work will be due the day he/she returns.  Work that is not returned on time will be counted as incomplete.  In the event that your child will be taking a prearranged absence, you may NOT receive the make-up work until returning to school. This is a school-wide policy.  
Media 
When our class visits the media center, your child is permitted to check out three books.  If on the day of our media visit, he/she has books already out, a hold can be placed on a book for a couple of days.  The student can go back and check the book out after the other books have been returned.  All books must be returned before each track out, but you are able to come to school to check out books when you are tracked out.
Snacks 

Snacks are very helpful to students.  Send only healthy snacks for the purpose of providing nutrition while curbing your child’s hunger.  Some examples of appropriate snacks are fruits, vegetables, cheese, yogurt, finger sandwiches, and dried fruit. Snacks that cannot be eaten in 5-10 minutes and/or unhealthy and messy snacks are not allowed to be eaten in the classroom. Students may only bring water to drink for snack time because juices and soft drinks are very messy when spilled. 
Specials
Specials occur daily, on a six-day rotation.  Please check the teacher’s website for specials schedules, which change with every track-out. 
Special Requests
Do not let your child bring chewing gum to school.

Do not let your child bring rolling back packs, toys, or any type of trading cards to school.  These items may be confiscated and not returned.  
Check the LPPH regarding cellular phones, as they are not permitted in the classroom. 
Keep in mind that bracelets and jewelry often become distractions.  After pointing this out to a child, if such items continue to be a distraction, your child will be asked to put them in his/her backpack.
Teacher’s Website
You can get to the teacher’s website through the Laurel Park website.  Important information is posted regularly on the teacher’s website. 
· www.laurelpark.wcpss.net   Click on the “Staff” button. Choose “Third Grade.” Click on your teacher’s name.

Transportation

If your child is riding home a different way than usual, you must write a note to give permission.  If your child is going home with another student by carpool, we must receive a note from both families. This is school policy.  The note should include the child’s name, carpool number, date, and teacher’s name.  Students are not allowed to ride home on a different bus.  Unless a written note is sent, we will need to send your child home the usual way. Please do not email transportation change information.  If your child’s transportation changes while he/she is at school, please notify the front office.
Volunteers

If you would like to volunteer in the classroom please contact your child’s teacher.  Be aware that third graders are developing their independence, so there are not as many volunteer opportunities as you might have had in the past.  You must complete the Wake County registration process before you are allowed to help in the classroom or chaperone on field trips.  Be aware that when you volunteer, confidentiality is expected. Do not discuss any child’s behavior or work with others once you leave the classroom.  Also, remember this is not a time for parent/teacher conferencing.
We are looking forward to a successful year!
Go Penguins!
